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Two remarkable Inſtances of the extraordinary 
Interpoſition of Providence, in the Deliverance 


and Supply of two eminent Miniſters of the 
Goſpel. 


„ 


I. An Account of the ſurpriſmg deliverance of Mr. 


JohN Rocers, Miniſter, at Croglin, in Cum- 
berland, and the caſe of his deliverer.-- An Extract 
of a letter from a diſſenting miniſter in Eſſex, to a 
Merchant in Edinhurgh, dated October 12, 1767. 


4 T late Mr. Thomas Bradbury happened to 


dine one day at the houſe of Mrs. Tooly, 
an eminent Chriſtian lady in London, who was 
famous in her day for * and for the love 
ſhe bore to Chriſt, and to all his ſervants and peo- 
ple. Her houſe and table were open to them all, 
being another Lydia in that reſpect. Mr, Timo- 


thy Rogers, who wrote the book on religious me- 


lancholy, and was himſelf many years under that 
diſtemper, happened to dine there the ſame day 
wh Mr. Bradbury; and, after dinner, he enter- 
ed Mrs. Tooly and him with ſome ſtories con- 


cerning his father, who was one of the ejected mi- 
niſters in the year 1662, and the ſufferings he un- 
derwent on account of his nonconformity. Mr. 
Rogers particularly related one anecdote, that he 
had often heard his father, with a good deal of 
| pleaſure, tell to himſelf and others, concerning a 


deliverance which he had from being ſent to pri- 
ſon, after his mittimus, as they call it, was writ- 
ten out for that purpoſe, He happened to live 
near the houſe of one Sir Richard Cradock, a Juſ- 
tice of the peace, who was a molt violent nater 


and perſecutor of the Diſſenters; one who laid 
out himſelf to diſtreſs en by all the mean» which 


> the ſevere laws then in . put in nis power, 
particularly by enforcing the 


aw againſt conven- 
ticles, He bore a particular hatred to Mr. Ro- 
&Y -- gers, 


4 
gers, and wanted above all things to have him in 


His power; and a fair opportunity, as he thought, | 
offered itſelf to him. He heard that Mr. Rogers 
was to preach at a place ſome miles diſtant; and 
he hired two men to go as ſpies, who were to take 
the names of all the hearers they knew, and to 


witneſs againſt Mr. Rogers and them, 


The thing ſucceeded to his wiſh ; they brought 


the names of ſeveral perſons who were hearers on 


that occaſion ; and Sir Richard ſent and warned 


ſuch of them as he had a particular ſpite at, and 


Mr. Rogers to appear before him. Accordingly | 
they all came with trembling hearts, expecting the 


worſt; for they knew the violence of the man. 
While they were in his great hall, expecting to 


be called upon, there happened to come into the | 


hall a little girl, a grandchild of Sir Richard's, 


about fix or ſeven years of age. She looked at 
Mr. Rogers, and was much taken with his vene- 
rable appearance; and he, being naturally fond 
of children, got her on his knee, and made a great 


deal of her; and ſhe was fond of him. At laſt 


Sir Richard ſent one of his ſervants to inform the 
company that one of the witneſſes was fallen ſick, 
and could not be preſent that day; and therefore 
warned them anew to come on another day which 


he named to them. 


Accordingly they came; and the crime, as the 


juſtice called it, was proved. He ordered their 
" mittimus to be written, to ſend them to gaol. Mr, 


Rogers, before he came, expecting to ſee the lit- ; 


tle girl again, had bought ſome ſweetmeats to give 


her: and he was not diſappointed ; for ſhe came 
running to him, and was fonder of him than ſne 
was the day before. She was, it ſecms, a parti- 
cular favourite of her grandfather's, and had got 


ſuch an aſcendancy over him, that he could den 


her nothing. She was withal a child of a violent 


ſpirit, 


ſpiri 
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m in 
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fond E 


there.“ 


ene- 


friends whom 


* Why, 
place; and they did nothing but heard me.” „But 


indul ed in every thing. Once, it ſeems, when 
ſhe was contradicted in ſomething, ſhe run a pen- 


her life, or the loſs of her arm. After which Sir 


in any thing. 

While ſhe was ſitting en Mr. Rogers's knee, 
and cating the ſweetmeats which he gave her, ſhe 
looked wiſhfully on him, and ſaid, What are 


you here for, Sir?” He anſwered, ** I believe 


your grandfather is going to ſend me and my 
you ſce here, to gaol.” © To 
gaol !” ſays ſhe; ©* why, what have you done?“ 
did nothing, but preached at ſuch a 


&« ſays ſhe, „ my grandpapa ſhan't ſend you to 
is now making out our mittimus to ſend us all 


She run immediately to the chamber where her 


grandfather was, and knocked with her head and 


| heels till ſhe got in, and ſaid, * What are you 


going to do with my good old gentleman here in 


; the hall * CC That's nothing to you,” ſaid her 
grandfether; „“ get you about your bufineſs,” 
| & But I wont ſays ſhe; © he tells me, that you 


are going to ſend him and his friends to gaol ; and 
if you ſend them, I'll drown myſelf in the pond 


as ſoon as they are gone; I will indeed.” When 
he ſaw the 
: ſhook him, and overcame even the wicked deſign 
he had formed to perſecute the ſervants of the 
Lord. He ſteps into the hall, with the muttimins 
in his hand, and faid, © I had here made out your 


irl was reſolute and peremptory, it 


mittimus to ſend you all to gaol, as you de ſerve; 


but, at my grandchild's requeſt ; I fall from the 
| perſecution, and ſet you all at liberty.“ 


A 3 | They 


a 


* 2 
They all bowed, and thanked his Worſhip. ef, 


Mr. Rogers ſtept up to the child, and laid his and 
hand upon her head; and, lifting up his eyes to 8 
heaven, he ſaid, God bleſs you, my dear child, ſhe 


may the bleſſing of that God whoſe cauſe you that 
now did plead, though as yet you know him not, WI 
de upon you in life, at death, and throughout to 0 
eternity.“ And then he and his friends went ver) 


on: : ſhe 
rs. Tooly liſtened with uncommon attention | 2 
to the ſtory; and looking on Mr. Rogers, ſaid, * mir 
de and are you that Mr, Rogers's ſon?” «© Yes, he, 
Madam,” anſwered he, „I am,” „Well,“ ſays It 
ſhe, for as long as I have been acquainted with © 1 
you, I never knew that before. And now I will 
tell you ſomething you never knew before: I am 
the very girl your dear father bleſſed in the man- 
ner you now related it. It made an impreſſion on 
me I could never forget.“ Upon this double diſ- | 
covery, Mr. Rogers and Mrs. Tooly found oy l 
had a ſuperadded tie of love and affection to each 
other beyond what they had before. And then he 
and Mr. Bradbury were deſirous to know how ſhe 
who had been bred up with an averſion to the 
Diſſenters and to ſerious religion, made now ſuch 
figure among them, and was ſo eminent for re- 

igion, | 
she complied with their requeſt, and very free- 
ly told them her ftory. She ſaid, that after her 
grandfather's death, ſhe was left ſole heireſs of | 
ais great eſtate; and being in the bloom of youth, 
and having none to control her, ſhe run after all 
the faſhionable diverſions of the time 'in which 
ſhe lived, without any manner of reſtraint. But 
at the fame time ſhe confeſſed, that, at the end 
of them all, ſhe found a diſſatisfaction both with 
herſelf and them, that always ſtruck a damp to 
ker heart, which ſhe did not know how to get ny 1 
| et, 


177 


ſhip, ef, but by running the ſame fruitleſs round over 
d his and over again; but all in vain. 
es to She contracted ſome flight illneſs, upon which 
hild, ſhe thought ſhe would go to Bath, as hearing 
you f that was a place for pleaſure, as well as health. 
not, When ſhe came there, ſhe was led in providence 
hout to conſult an apothecary, who happened to be a 
went very worthy religious man. He inquired, what 
: ſhe ailed? “ Why,” ſays ſhe, © Doctor, I don't 
tion 4 ail much as to my Body; but I have an uneaſy 
ſaid, mind, that I can't get rid of ” “ Truly,” ſays 
Yes, | he, «© Miſs, I was fo too till I met with a book 
ſays that cured me of it.” „Books“ ſaid ſhe 
with 1 get all the books I can lay my hands on, 
will | * plays, novels, and romances I can hear of; but 
[| am * after I have reid them, my uneaſineſs is the 
gan- ** ſame,” © That may be,” ſaid he, Mis, I 
1 on don't wonder at it, but this Book 1 ſpeak of, 
diſ- l can ſay of it what I can ſay of no other I ev. 
they ** er read, I never tire of reading it; but can be- 
4 ; ** gin to read it again as if never before, And [ 
n he « always fee ſomething new in it.“ “Pray, ſays 
ſhe © **f ſhe, Doctor, what Book is that?” „ Na 
the *© Miſs,” anſwered he, that is a ſecret I don't tel]. 
ſuch to every one.” But could not I get a ſight of 
re- that book ?“ ſays ſhe. «© Yes ſays he, © Miſs 
if you ſpeak me fair, I can help you to it. 
re- Pray get it me then, Doctor, and I'Il give you 
her << any thing you pleaſe.” Yes.” ſays he, if you 


> of will promiſe one thing, I'Il bring it you; and 
uth, „that is, that you will read it over carefully; and 
all if yau ſhould not fee much in it at firſt, that 
nich you will give it a ſecond reading.” | 
But She promiſed faithfully ſhe would: and after 
end | railing her curioſity by coming twice or thrice 
vith without bringing it, he at lat brought it, took it 


to aut of his pocket, and gave it her. It was a New 
rid Teſtament. When ſhe looked on it, ſhe ſaid, 
of, f « Poh, 


— ͤůͤ 


1 


* Poh, (with a flirt,) I could get that at any 


« ]']l give it a reading.” 


Accordingly ſhe began to read it; and it ſoon 


attracted her at ention. She ſaw ſomething in it 


ſhe had aderp concern in; and if ſhe was uneaſy 


in her mind before, ſhe was ten times more ſo now; 
ſhe did not know what to do with herſelf. So ſhe 
got away back to London, to fee what the diver- 
ons there would do again. But all was in vain. 
She lodged 
and had a gentlewoman with her by way of a com- 
panion. 2 
ſhe was in a place of worſhip, and heard a ſermon 
which ſhe could remember nothing of, when ſhe 
awaked, but the text, but the dream made ſuch 
an impreſſion on her mind, that the idea ſhe had of 


the place and the miniſter's face, was fo * 


if ſhe had been acquainted with both for a number 
of years. She told her d:cam to her con:panion on 
the Lord's-day morning ; and, after breakfaſt, 
faid, ſhe was reſolved to go in queſt of it, if ſhe 
ſhould go from one end of London to the other, 
Accordingly they ſet out, and went into this 
and the other church, as they paſſed along: but. 
none of them anſwered what ſhe ſaw in her dream, 


About one o'clock, they found themſelves in the 


heart of the city; and they went into an enting- 
houſe, and had a bit of dinner; and ſet out again 
in ſearch of this place, | 

About half an hour after two, they were in the 
Pe ultry, and ſhe ſaw a great many people going 
down the Old Jewry ; and ſhe determined ſhe 
would fee where they were going. She mixed her- 
ſelf among them, and they carried her to the Old 


Jewry. 


at the court end of the town, 


ne Saturday evening ſhe dreamed, that 


1 Jer 
te time,” © Why, Miſs, fo you might,” repli- 
ed the Doctor; „but remember I have your fo- 
c lemn promiſe, that you will read it carefully.“ 


« Well, ” ſays ſhe, though I never read it before, 
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So ſoon as ſhe entered the door of it, and 
"looked abeut, ſhe turned to her companion, and 
ſaid with ſome ſurpriſe, *” This is the very place 
I ſaw in my dream.” She had not ſtood long, till 
Mr. Shower, who was then miniſter of the place, 
vent up into the pulpit; and ſo ſoon as ſhe looked 
on him, with greater ſurpriſe ſtill ſhe ſaid, “ This 
is the very man I ſaw in my dream; and if ery 
part of it hold true, he will take that for his cext, 
: Pal. cxvi. 7. Return unto thy _ my foul; for 
the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee.” When he 
roſe to pray, ſhe was all attention, and every ſen- 
' tence went to her heart. Having finiſhed prayer, 
he took that for his text; and there God met with 
her ſoul in a ſaving way and manner; and ſhe at 
- laſt obtained what ſhe ſo long ſought for in vain 
; elſewhere, reſt to her ſoul in him who is the life 
and happineſs of ſouls. 


The publiſher thinks it only neceſſary to ſay, that 
the 8 account of Mr. Rogers and Mrs. Tooly, 
is ſufficiently authenticated by the gentleman from 
whom the writer of the letter had it, the late Rev. 
5 Dr, Wood at Norwich, | . 
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II. An extraordinary nſtance of the goodneſs of divine 
Providence, on the 1 73 of Mr. Da- 
VID ANDERSON, Miniſter at * upon Thames 
ejected by the Bartholomew act 1662. Taten 


from Dr. Calamy's Account of the ejetted Miniſters. 4 


if good man being apprehenſive of a return — 
of Popery, ſoon after his ejectment croſſed 
the ſeas and went into Zealand, and ſettled at 
Middleburgh, with his wife and five ſmall chil 
dren. Having no employment there, he ſoon con- 
ſun.ed the little money he had carried over with 9 
him, and owed a year's rent for his houſe, and 
was reduced fo law as to want bread: and ſuch 
was his modeſty, that he knew not how to make 
his caſe known in a ſtrange country. In this con- 
dition, after he had been one morning at prayer 
with his family, his children defired ſome bread 
for their breakfaſt : but having none, nor money 

to buy any, they all burſt out inte tears. In this 
ſortowful caſe, the bell ther door rung; and 
Mrs. Anderſon went to ice who was there, in a | 
mean and mournful Habit. The perſon that rung #; 
the bell, aſked for the miſtreſs ; th. anſw-red, that 
her name was Anderſon, Here, ſays he, gen- 
tleman has ſent you this paper, and will ſend you 
in ſome proviſions pr. ſ-ntly, When they had 
opt ned the paper, they found forty pieces of gold, 
in it, The mcflenger went away, u thut telling 
his name, or whence he came, Soon after came a 
country-r: an with a hcrſe lad of pioviſions, of h 


flcſh, fiſh, herbs, and bread, and all things * 7 


En } 


Fary to their living plentifully, as long as what 

vas brought would keep good. Neither did he tell 

them from whence they came; nor did they knuw 
to their dying day, who it was that fo ſeaſonabl 

} Frelicved them. But Mr. John Quick (from 3 

memoirs this account is taken) being, in 1681, 

paſtor of the Englich church at Middleburgh, 


vine Came accidentally to tne knowledge of the whole 
Ja. matter. For being at the country-houſe of Mijn 
ame: Heer de Koning, a magiſtrate of that 1 5 and 
en happening to mention that ſtory, M. de Koning 


told him that he was the perſon that carried the 
gold from Mijn Heer de Hoſte, a pious merchant 
ef that place, with whom he was then an apprentice, 


fled He added, that Mijn Heer de Hoſt , obterving a 
d at grave Engliih miniſter walk the ſtreets frequently, 
hil- with a dej cd countenance, inquired privately 
Wo into his cu cn ttences, nd apprehend ng he might 
vit 


be in want, ſent him the g ld by M. de Koning 
and the proviſions by his country ſcrvant, ſayin 


uch with a very Chriſtian tenderneſs, “ God forbid, 
lake that any of Chriſt'- amb ſſadors ſhould be ſtrangers, 
on- „ and we not viſit them; or in diſtreſs, and we not 
ayer 6 affiſt them. Bu: he expiclsly charged both his 
read ſervants to conctal his nme. This relief, beſides 
ney preſent proviti-n, enabled Mr. Anderſon to pay 
this bis debts: and he could not help communicating 
and this inſtance of the great goodneſs of God, to his 
nN Aa friends and acquainiance in that city. This com- 
ung ing to the ears of M de Hoſte, he afterwards 
that found a ſecret way of paying Mr. Anderſon's 


you ſides, 10l. Sterling every quarter; which he man- 
had aged ſo as that he never could or did know his 

benefactor. M. de Koning kept the whole mat- 
ter ſecret, as long as his maſte lived, but thought 
—himſelf at liberty to give this account of it after 
his death, 


en- rot for him yearly; and of conveying to him, be- 
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Upon the death of Mr. Spang, miniſterof the Eng- 
liſh church at Middleburgh, Mr. Anderſon was 
unexpectedly choſen in his ſtead, When the meſ- 
ſenger came from the church to acquaint him with 
it, his wife was ſo overborne with joy at the good- 
neſs of God, in providing them a "Br and ho- 
nourable maintenance, that it threw her into. a. 
fever, of which ſhe died. Mr. Anderſon in ſome 
time grew ſickly, and died alſo in March 1677. 
None of all tie miniſters in that city, Englith 
French, or Dutch, came near him in the gift of : 
prayer, in wnich he had a peculiar fulneſs and 
Auency, that was animated with very melting af- i} 
fections. The Lords of the city became guardians |: 
to the five orphans which he left behind him. The 
famous Anna Maria Schurman took one of his 
daughters, and two other Duch gentlewomen the 
two others, and became mo:hers to them. And 
the unknown benefactor continued his kind offices 
to them all. M. de Hoſte took his two ſons under 
his own«harge, and by his laſt Will bequeathed a a 
good portion to each of his daughters. He ordered 
that the eldeſt ſon, who was very hopeful and pious, + 
ſhould be brought up a ſcholar, and ſettled a libe- 
ral exhibition upon him of Gol. per Annum Ster- 
ling, for his education at one of their univerſities, 
where he afterwards died of a conſumption ; and 
appointed the youngeſt ſon be bound apprentice, 
and when he ſhould be out of his time, to receive 
60]. Sterling, to begin the world with. So wonder= |: 
ful a providence attended (his pious confeſſor, and 
his children after him, & V, | 
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